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INTRODUCTION: The Changing Dynamics
of Affordability) Access| and Accountability
in Public Higher Education

DONALD E. HELLER

Affordability, access, and accountability are the three issu:s facing
public ucation at the start of the new millennium, With more than
80 percent of all undergraduatesjin the United States attending public col-
leges and universities, very few discussions on higher education take place
without one or more of these tmg central to the debate. In an era

when education at all levels is receiving increasing attention from policy-
makcrs.studn:nts, and the mcdia- colleges and universities are
under increasing scrutiny. What do these various cxpn:cl from public
institutions of higher education? In this volume we attempt to 1his

question by examining affordability, access, and accountability from a vari-
ety of perspectives,
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Concerns about the affordability of college have xisted for some time.'
The President’s Commission on Higher Education (1947), pppointed]by Pres-
ident Truman after the close of World War IIfexpressedlits concern about the
impact of affordability on the opportunity to attend college:

It is the responsibility of the community, at the local, State, and National levels,

to guarantee that financial barriers do not prevent any able and otherwise
ified young person from receiving the opportunity for higher education. There
must bein this country the widespread realization that mﬂnr}'
pended for education is the wisest and soundest of investments in the national
interest. The democratic community cannot tolerate a society @upnn edu-
cation for the well-to-do alone. If college opportunities aretn those in
the higher income brackets, the way is open to the creation and perpetuation of

a class society which has no place in the American wav of life. (vol. 2, p. 23)
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